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(1) @When Ireland voted for marriage equality it would be fair to say that many people across the
world were a little pysurprise. 1 know in Ireland we see ourselves as a modern dynamic and innovative
country which is at the forefront of the world’s digital and pharmaceutical industries, but across the
world most people still think of Ireland as a deeply religious Catholic country, a land of churches and
tradition. Indeed, it is still hard to find a Hollywood film ()where the priest does not have an Irish
accent.

The truth, as is usually the case in life, is that a little bit of both images are true. Ireland is a
religious country and has (g)the second highest regular church attendance in Europe after Poland. It has

found a way to marry dynamism and tradition.


https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/may/23/gay-marriage-ireland-yes-vote
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/feb/17/faith-hope-and-secularity-ireland-on-brink-of-change-as-church-power-wanes
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(2) Most of our faiths (aare building on the foundation stones of respect, human dignity, the sanctity

of the person and social justice. These values do not contradict same-sex marriage, rather they lead us

to supporting it. Across Ireland and Australia many of the leading advocates for marriage equality are

people of faith. Australia is undoubtedly more preligiously diverse than Ireland but (since | came

here | have been struck by the amazing voices from every faith @who are making the case for marriage

equality through the prism of their faith.


https://www.theguardian.com/world/ireland

